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During week 7 we played Camp 
Menominee in our annual 
competition. Games were intense 
as the braves faced off against the 
eagles for two consecutive days 
which is why we thought 
sportsmanship would be a befitting 
principle for the week. 

The Weekly 
Pineneedle

Week 7 At A Glance
By: Owen Shaw

Guiding Principle: 
Sportsmanship

Campers of the 
Week

Chippewa

Sioux

Mohawk

Oneida

With week six concluding our last days “typical” camp 
programming, we had an action-packed week seven. 

The week started off to a strong start with the first day of our 
annual Menominee competition in the morning. Our juniors 
and seniors travelled to Menominee while our intermediates 
held down the fort at camp. 

Tuesday was our full day of Menominee competition. The 
braves got up at seven AM and returned to camp late with a 
close victory. 38 - 35. Camp Kawaga wins.  

On Wednesday the lovely ladies of Agawak came by for a 
beach day, commencing our first social of the year with them.

On Thursday we held our 51st annual ski tournament which saw 
six different camps come and compete in a variety of water ski 
and wakeboarding contests. 

Friday was a largely typical day, with all areas of camp open as 
campers enjoyed one of their final days to soak in open areas 
and do as they please. 

Saturday marked the beginning of the annual Blue/Gold Cup. 
Camp will be split into two teams, Blue and Gold, where we we 
will compete in an intense competition for the next few days. 

As the summer continues to wind down, campers look to make 
the most out of their final week on the shores.

Griffin 
Rosett
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Agawak Beach Day
On Wednesday, the lovely ladies of Agawak came over to Kawaga for a beach day themed 

social. A variety of fun water activities were open such as skiing, sailing, the waterfront, and a 
fan favorite slip-n-slide. Families were reunited, friendships were formed, and tons of fun was 

had. 
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Annual Ski Tournament
On Thursday, neighboring camps including Red Pine, Red Arrow, Agawak, and Chippewa, 

came to Kawaga to compete in the Annual Ski Tournament. After great performances in the 
Slalom, Wakeboarding, and Barefooting categories, Kawaga ended up bringing home the 

victory, and a great time was had by all!
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After a summer of fierce competition, Kawaga’s Braves capped it off with one last battle 
against the boys of Camp Menominee. In a series of 72 games - 37 needed to clinch the win - 
both camps gave it their all, and the final score reflects the intensity of the competition as a 

whole.

Menominee Competition

Final Score: 38-35 Kawaga
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On Friday night, the capstone event of the summer, the Blue/Gold Cup, began. New campers 
were sorted into their teams by setting off personalized color smoke bombs and Blue or Gold 

t-shirts and headbands were distributed right after as campers were embraced by their 
respective teams. Over the course of the next few days, campers will face off in a variety of 

sports and events, but in the end, only one team will prove victorious.

Blue/Gold Cup Begins
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Shabbat Shalom, 

My name is Malcolm Newmark. This is my eleventh summer at Camp Kawaga, and my fourth on staff. 

During my first three years working here, I was a Chip counselor. Being a counselor for the youngest 
campers is a unique experience. To be successful requires a high level of patience. Now I don’t want to 
make the job sound like a burden; it certainly is not. The kids are awesome and hilarious, the 
camaraderie you feel with fellow Chip staff is unmatched, and the experience you receive is invaluable.

As a junior counselor, I often struggled to be motivated while on duty. While Chips are fun, I felt my only 
objective was to get them through the day safely and that I was not having any impact on my 
campers, positive or negative. I thought my campers would not remember me as they aged, and like 
so many of those names in the Council Ring, I would become just that, only a name.

Looking back on this line of thinking, I feel a little regretful. It is a little selfish and certainly sells our 
youngest campers short. I, myself, still recall how positively Jacob Klein, Dave Martin, and Whitey Herzog 
influenced my summers as a Chip. Chips are more than capable of growth and development during 
their summers here, and as the Chip chief speech says, they may “unerringly strive towards manhood.”

While my opinions on Chips changed, my fear of being forgotten did not fade. How many campers now 
know the names of Corey Levin, Eli Schrayer, Aaron Rosen, or even Fred Geraci? These people all left 
their mark at Kawaga, but I would wager that not a single camper has heard of all four of those names. 
How does one even leave a legacy in a place where nearly the whole population turns over within a 
decade?

It’s ultimately impossible to make such a mark at Kawaga as to be known by all campers, even beyond 
your time. But there are ways to live on.

Malcolm Newmark’s Saturday Sermon
Saturday, August 3rd, 2024
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One way is to have more fun than everybody else. There’s a reason we still sing the Oakland fight song 
once a week in the Mess Hall, and campers who weren’t even here at the time can sing Tennessee’s 
Song and Skit from 2018. The people on those Spectacular teams just seemed like they were having 
more fun. They were loud at every meal, they appeared to enjoy getting last (and near last), and they 
decided to make the most of their Spectaculars. For the very same reasons, Jonah Satyr’s Gonzaga 
and WashU songs will last at Camp Kawaga longer than he will.

The most effective method of leaving a legacy at camp is to alter Kawaga’s history itself. Certainly the 
tallest task I will speak of today, the opportunity to shape the future of Kawaga comes about rarely. 
Only the privileged few—the Fishers, the Daubes, the Simpsons, among others—have had this possibility. 
Seldom, the chance will fall to someone like Fred Geraci, forever altering Kawaga with the addition of 
Fred’s Hydration Station.

Another way is to change the course of your campers’ time at Kawaga. Ask any one of the staff men 
sitting behind you today, and they will be happy to tell you about that one counselor who forever 
changed the trajectory of their life. For me, it was Jackson Gruber. While he may not have been the 
“textbook” counselor, his guidance and advice will stick with me forever. Even amidst the hubbub of 
camp, I always remember to stop and smell the roses and to appreciate every little detail. While Gruber 
may be soon forgotten by all those at Kawaga, I will never forget him, and neither will my fellow 2020 
CITs. Currently, no staff member excels at this better than Josh Zirin. He truly makes sure to put his 
cabin responsibilities first to ensure that his campers have the best summer possible. The Group 1s are 
lucky to have him, and his contributions to their summers will live on in their memory forever.

Ultimately, the best way to leave a legacy at Kawaga is to care. Care deeply about everything you do 
here. Seek to approach each activity, interaction, meal, cheer, game, speech, inspection, polar bear, 
and day with intention. Aim to always do what is best for your friends, for your fellow campers, and for 
Kawaga. It sounds cliche, but it’s true. Why do we love Sean Gooze so much? Because he pours hours 
into making sure everyone feels included on Full-Kit Friday. Why did Jonathan Levitan return this 
summer? Because he loves this camp, he loves his brother, and he felt he could prepare the CITs to be 
successful counselors. Why is Quinn Korach so universally respected? Because he is equally committed 
to helping and supporting staff while improving camp. Why is Spencer Stone spending some of his last 
few weeks before senior year at Camp Kawaga? Because he misses his friends, feels he can assist the 
rest of staff, and because he wants to be there for his campers. Sean, Jonathan, Quinn, and Spencer 
are all building their legacy here with the effort they put in on a daily basis. With each action, these men 
are ingraining themselves in the memory of Camp Kawaga.

That has been my goal over the last two summers at camp. Build my legacy. I’ve taken on as much 
responsibility as I could, tried to mentor both campers and younger staff, and worked as hard as I could 
make myself. As I said before, it certainly is a selfish endeavor, but if I’m not trying to positively impact 
camp with every opportunity that I get, then what am I doing here?
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At the very least, my hope is that I live on through my campers. Those same Chips, whom I feared 
would not remember me from my first year on staff, are now my campers again as Mohawk As. When I 
took on this job as Program Director, I refused to do it without having campers, and I have made it my 
mission to make 2024 the best summer of Avi, Connor, Isaac, Joey, Oakley, and Simon’s lives.

Regardless of my success in being remembered beyond my time here, I challenge you to answer the 
same questions. How will you leave a legacy at Kawaga? How much do you care? How will you 
positively impact this place? No matter how old you are or how many years you have been here, you all 
have the ability to leave an indelible mark on Camp Kawaga. Challenge yourself, and maybe one day 
the sight of your name in the Council Ring will remind a friend, a former camper, or a former counselor 
of all that you did here.

Thank you
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Miracles
Reid Kinast (2s)

Ezra Gould (cleared Red 
Course at 28 & 30 MPH)

First Bullseye
Theo Zoransky

Notable Achievements
Birthdays

Jonathan Levitan (23)
Landon Hutner (12)
Ashton Daley (14)

David Whittenbarger (15)

A Look Into Next Week

Week 8 signals the end of another summer on the shores for 
Kawaga’s campers. It includes the end of Blue/Gold, packing, cabin 
time, and finally, the campers’ departure.

Note: For the miracle portion, 2S denotes a 2-ski miracle, D denotes a drop-ski miracle, and S 
denotes a Slalom miracle.

First Fish
Case Reagles 
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CK Leisure Corner
Funny Photos This Week

Kawaga History Blurb 

Editor-In-Chief: Owen Shaw
Assistant Editors: Sam Simon

Newspaper ad for Kawaga, 
year unknown

Weekly Forecast


