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During the final week of the first session, the entire camps 
atmosphere was shrouded with excitement and anticipation as the 
spectacular began. 

With the spectacular beginning it meant that there would be 
no leagues, clubs, or special eps for the week. All programming was 
covered by the wide array of activities the spectacular provides such 
as song and skit, archery, track and field, swimming, and competitive 
sports blocks. 

After three and a half days of unrelenting competition, the 40th 
Kawaga Spectacular came to a close. The results were tallied and 
added up so keep on reading this week's issue to find out the 
breakdowns and overall winner!

After the spectacular concluded, all that was left was to pack 
up the first four weekers, have some last hours of quality cabin time, 
and to say their goodbyes.

The week concluded with visitors weekend, where families 
came up to spend the weekend with their boys, take a look at camp 
and experience Kawga for themselves. Our weekly services featured a 
great sermon from Quinn Korach. Be sure to read next week’s issue for 
more information on parents weekend.

Parker 
Cohen

Ryan 
Shaewitz

Ryan 
Srochi

With the spectacular going on, 
there were tons and tons of 
different inter camp 
competitions within one big 
one. We thought the trait of 
enthusiasm would encompass 
our campers this week 
perfectly. 

The Weekly 
Pineneedle

Owen 
Conmy

Week 4 At A Glance
By: Owen Shaw

Guiding Principle: 
Enthusiasm

Campers of the 
Week

Chippewa

Sioux

Mohawk

Oneida
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Kansas vs. Hawaii
Sr. Volleyball: 2-1 Kansas

Jr. Soccer: 5-2 Hawaii

W. Kentucky vs. NDSU
Sr. Soccer: 6-3 NDSU

Jr. Football: 39-26 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. A&M
Sr. Soccer: 4-3 A&M

Jr. Softball: 26-12 A&M

USC vs. Wash U
Sr. Basketball: 45-35 USC
Jr. Ultimate: 11-5 Wash U

New Mexico vs. Tennessee
Sr. Flickerball: 40-27 New Mexico

Jr. Newcomb: 0-2 Tennessee

Block 1:
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Kansas vs. A&M
Sr. Hockey: 10-7 A&M

Jr. Flickerball: 27-22 Kansas

W. Kentucky vs. Wash U
Sr. Softball: 8-3 Wash U

Jr. Dodgeball: 4-2 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. Tennessee
Sr. Basketball: 10-66 Tennessee

Jr. Soccer: 1-0 Tennessee

USC vs. Hawaii
Sr. Flickerhoops: 55-40 USC
Jr. Basketball: 46-26 Hawaii

New Mexico vs. NDSU
Sr. Soccer: 6-1 NDSU

Jr. Dodgeball: 4-3 New Mexico

Block 2:
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Kansas vs. Tennessee
Sr. Ultimate: 8-5 Kansas

Jr. Football: 27-26 Kansas

W. Kentucky vs. Hawaii
Sr. Flickerball: 26-21 W. Kentucky

Jr. Football: 36-18 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. NDSU
Sr. Football: 28-7 Illinois
Jr. Ultimate: 16-5 Illinois

USC vs. A&M
Sr. Volleyball: 2-1 A&M
Jr. Dodgeball: 4-2 USC

New Mexico vs. Wash U
Sr. Dodgeball: 4-0 Wash U

Jr. Newcomb: 2-1 New Mexico

Block 3:
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Kansas vs. NDSU
Sr. Flickerball: 76-32 NDSU
Jr. Dodgeball: 4-3 Kansas

W. Kentucky vs. A&M
Sr. Football: 45-20 A&M

Jr. Newcomb: 2-0 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. Wash U
Sr. Volleyball: 2-0 Illinois
Jr. Football: 39-38 Illinois

USC vs. Tennessee
Sr. Volleyball: 52-31 USC

Jr. Dodgeball: 11-1 USC

New Mexico vs. Hawaii
Sr. Ultimate: 12-4 Hawaii

Jr. Dodgeball: 4-3 Hawaii

Block 4:
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Kansas vs. Wash U
Sr. Flickerball: 38-4 Kansas
Jr. Football: 28-23 Kansas

W. Kentucky vs. Tennessee
Sr. Football: 33-28 W. Kentucky

Jr. Newcomb: 4-1 Tennessee

Illinois vs. Hawaii
Sr. Hockey: 7-1 Illinois
Jr. Softball: 8-2 Illinois

USC vs. NDSU
Sr. Softball: 11-1 USC

Jr. Football: 39-0 NDSU

New Mexico vs. A&M
Sr. Basketball: 64-55 A&M
Jr. Basketball: 16-59 A&M

Block 5:
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A&M vs. Wash U
Sr. Football: 42-36 A&M

Jr. Flickerbhoops: 41-15 A&M

W. Kentucky vs. Kansas 
Sr. Soccer: 8-7 W. Kentucky

Jr. Newcomb: 2-0 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. USC 
Sr. Ultimate: 10-4 USC
Jr. Dodgeball: 4-2 USC

Hawaii vs. NDSU
Sr. Football: 42-25 Hawaii

Jr. Hockey: 6-5 Hawaii

New Mexico vs. Tennessee
Archery

Block 6:
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USC  vs. Wash U
Archery

Illinois vs. Kansas 
Sr. Handball: 22-10 Illinois

Jr. Flickerhoops: 50-35 Illinois

NDSU vs. Tennessee
Sr. Volleyball: 2-0 NDSU
Jr. Football: 13-12 NDSU

Hawaii vs. A&M
Sr. Softball: 8-4 A&M

Jr. Dodgeball: 4-3 Hawaii

New Mexico vs. W.Kentucky
Sr. Basketball: 47-40 New Mexico

Jr. Softball: 12-2 W. Kentucky

Block 7:
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USC  vs. W.Kentucky
Sr. Dodgeball: 4-3 USC

Jr. Football: 40-7 W. Kentucky

Illinois vs. A&M
Archery

Hawaii vs. Tennessee
Sr. Soccer: 6-1 Hawaii

Jr. Newcomb: 2-0 Hawaii

NDSU vs. Wash U
Sr. Handball: 16-5 NDSU

Jr. Soccer: 2-1 Wash U

New Mexico vs. Kansas 
Sr. Football: 49-26 Kansas

Jr. Basketball: 48-23 Kansas

Block 8:
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NDSU vs. W.Kentucky
Archery

Illinois vs. New Mexico
Sr. Soccer: 10-9 New Mexico
Jr. Hockey: 7-6 New Mexico

Hawaii vs. Wash U
Sr. Volleyball: 2-1 Hawaii

Jr. Basketball: 47-24 Hawaii

A&M vs. Tennessee
Sr. Dodgeball: 4-3 Tennessee

Jr. Hockey: 4-0 Tennessee

USC vs. Kansas 
Sr. Soccer: 3-2 Kansas
Jr. Newcomb: 2-1 USC

Block 9:



Monday, July 15thVOLUME 110 ISSUE 4

Illinois vs. W.Kentucky
Sr. Volleyball: 2-1 Illinois

Jr. Basketball: 55-35 W. Kentucky

USC vs. New Mexico
Sr. Volleyball: 2-0 USC

Jr. Soccer: 2-1 USC

Tennessee vs. Wash U
Sr. Soccer: 3-2 Tennessee

Jr. Softball: 5-3 Wash U

A&M vs. NDSU 
Sr. Flickerhoops: 70-50 A&M

Jr. Basketball: 40-14 A&M

Hawaii vs. Kansas 
Archery

Block 10:
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Tug O’ War
1st: WKU
2nd: USC

3rd: Kansas
4th: Hawaii

5th: Tennessee
5th: Illinois
7th: A&M

7th: Wash U
9th: NDSU
9th: A&M

Archery 
1st: USC

2nd: A&M
3rd: Kansas
4th: Hawaii

5th: WKU
6th: NDSU

7th: Wash U
8th: Illinois

9th: New Mexico
10th: Tennessee

Sr. Track and Field
1st: New Mexico

2nd: Illinois
3rd: USC

4th: Wash U
5th: Hawaii

6th: Tennessee
7th: A&M
8th: NDSU

9th: Kansas
9th: WKU

Individual 
Tournaments

1st: WKU
2nd: A&M
3rd: Illinois
4th: NDSU

5th: Hawaii
6th: Wash U

7th: New Mexico
8th: USC

9th: Tennessee
10th: Kansas

Team Relay 
1st: Hawaii

2nd: Kansas
3rd: A&M
4th: NDSU
5th: WKU

6th: Wash U
7th: New Mexico

8th: Illinois
9th: USC

10th: Tennessee

Sr. Swimming
1st: Nebraska

2nd: Georgia Tech
3rd: CMU

3rd: Baylor
5th: Rice

5th: Gonzaga
5th: Wisconsin
8th: Colorado
9th: Georgia

10th: Northwestern

Jr. Swimming
1st: USC

2nd: WKU
3rd: Wash U

4th: NDSU
5th: Hawaii

6th:  New Mexico
7th:  A&M

8th:  Illinois
9th: Tennessee

10th: Kansas

Jr. Track
1st: WKU

2nd: A&M
3rd: Illinois

4th: New Mexico
5th: Kansas
6th: NDSU
7th: USC

8th: Wash U
9th: Tennessee

10th: Hawaii

Song and Skit
1st:  WKU
2nd:  USC

3rd:  Illinois
4th:  Kansas

5th:  Tennessee
6th:  A&M 

7th:  Wash U
8th: New Mexico

9th:  Hawaii
10th: NDSU

Special Blocks
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1st: Western Kentucky
2nd: University of 

Southern California
3rd: Illinois

4th: Texas A&M
5th: Hawaii

2024 Spectacular 
Final Standings

6th: Kansas State
7th: Washington 

University in St. Louis
8th: North Dakota State 

University
9th: Tennessee

10th: New Mexico
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Reflections From the Shores
Written by: Quinn Korach
Saturday, July 13th, 2024

Shabbat Shalom.

My name is Quinn Korach. This is currently my 13th year at Kawaga and 5th year on staff. 
Over the past 4 summers I have been a cabin counselor but this summer I have 
transitioned into being one of our Unit Heads along with Sean Gooze. In my capacity as 
Unit Head, I oversee both the Mohawk and Oneida campers, as well as the staff of those 
two tribes. I utilize my past experiences and the knowledge I gained from my 13 summers 
here to help Kawaga’s campers and staff members be the best versions of themselves. In 
the fall, I will be a senior at THE Ohio State University and when I told friends at school that 
I would be going back to camp for another summer, instead of taking an internship, I 
typically received some pretty crazy looks. “Seriously?”, “aren’t you tired of it?”, and “why 
do you still go back?” are a few of the questions I got and, to be honest, I don’t blame 
them for being confused. As the summer crept up, however, I started to ask myself the 
same questions; why do I continue to return to Kawaga summer after summer? 

For one, Kawaga provides a spectacular opportunity for all of its campers and staff to fail, 
grow, improve, and achieve goals in a safe and encouraging environment. Every camper 
sets at least 3 goals for every summer; these goals can range from getting their 2-ski 
miracle, learning Kawaga’s ideal, shooting their first bullseye in archery, and much more. 
What many of you may not know is that every staff member at Kawaga also sets 3 
personal goals. One of my goals this summer was to leave a legacy for the Braves who 
come after me. For those of you who may not know, the Korach family has been coming 
to Kawaga for a long time; 48 out of Kawaga’s 110 summers have occurred with a Korach 
here and we have spent a total of 56 summers on the shores. While having a family 
history at Kawaga is awesome, as a camper, at times, I felt that there were lofty 
expectations for me to live up to my family name and leave a lasting impact on Kawaga 
and after finishing my years as a camper without any awards, I felt that I had failed 
myself and my family. It wasn’t until my second year as a counselor that I realized that it 
wasn’t being a Spectacular captain or a tribal officer or winning awards that made you a 
true Kawaga Brave. It’s the values and standards that each one of us holds ourselves 
accountable to. Every year, all Kawaga parents receive a counselor intro letter in which 
the counselors of each camper write a handwritten note to the parents introducing 
themselves and explaining how they will help that specific camper achieve their goals 
that summer. My mom, who I am lucky enough to have in camp today, has kept every 
single counselor intro letter that was written about me. 
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My grandma kept every single intro letter that was written about my dad when he was 
a camper, and my great-grandma kept every letter that was written about my 
grandfather. One of the most interesting things that was said about my grandpa in the 
letters was that he wasn’t the greatest athlete, nor the best leader, and his counselor 
specifically emphasized how he wasn’t very good at woodshop because he didn’t 
have very dexterous hands. Despite not being the best at any of those things, he found 
a purpose at Kawaga and loved this place with all his heart. He would go on to send 
his son, my dad, here, and came to Minocqua for every single visitors weekend from 
2012 until 2019 while I was a camper. For those 8 years, like clockwork, he would listen to 
today’s services, then head to the mess hall, grab a cup of coffee, and march to the 
Piazza, which used to be a seating area right in front of Sioux City, sit in the same exact 
chair, and just observe all that was occurring around him. Although this would typically 
result in an open-mouth nap that would last a solid hour or so, his admiration for 
Kawaga never slept. Needless to say, when his chair at the Piazza was removed, he 
was a bit upset. 

Since his days at Kawaga in the fifties, many things infrastructure-wise, have changed 
but the values and pillars that Kawaga instills into every camper and counselor that 
comes through this magical place have remained; 110 consecutive summers of 
encouraging boys to be the best people they can be via the values of fellowship, spirit, 
enthusiasm, and sportsmanship. For as long as I can remember, my mom has always 
emphasized the importance of “being a mensch”, something I strive to be every day. I 
believe that the pillars of Kawaga go hand in hand with that; a mensch, like a Kawaga 
Brave, is a person of integrity, morality, and dignity, with a sense of what is right and 
responsible. Yes, Camp Kawaga is meant to be fun, but our main focus is on creating 
boys and men of character and virtue. And it isn’t meant to be easy; we strive to push 
our campers out of their comfort zone to grow and flourish and it is our staff that 
allows Kawaga to not only let our campers fail but to be prepared to pick them back 
up and help them try again. That is why I return to Kawaga summer after summer; I 
have the privilege of getting to make a tangible impact on someone every single day. 
No internship in the world could provide that kind of ability, nor those kinds of 
experiences. Whether it’s coaching a team of 9-year-olds playing Ultimate Frisbee for 
the first time, or just having a simple conversation with a fellow staff member about 
how their day is going, I get to reap the benefits of leaving a lasting impact on people, 
each and every second I spend at Kawaga. And that is where I believe I found my 
purpose at Kawaga. Not by plaques, or trophies, but by the way I can positively affect 
every person I connect with here. After all, Kawaga has taught and given me so much, I 
believe it’s only fair that I do my utmost to give as much back to this place as I can, for 
as long as I can.

Thank you, and Shabbat Shalom.
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Notable Achievements

Continued on Page 3

Birthdays
Alejandro Jimenez Marin (22)

Jonny McLaughlin (14)

Miracles
Eli Fay (Slalom)

Sammy Oltmans (2S)

First Bullseye
Chase Donohoo

Max Schoenbaum
Jacob Zemnick

Chase Hirschfeld
Owen Conmy

Heading into the Spectacular, we challenged our Oneida campers to not only 
demonstrate sportsmanship throughout the week but to consider why 
competition is such an integral part of Kawaga’s mission in the first place. 
The result was an excellent conversation on the spirit of competition and the 
value of sharing a common goal.

I was most impressed with the level of sportsmanship displayed by these 
oldest campers during the intense week that was the Spectacular. It was an 
excellent capper to first session for this group of boys and an exciting preview 
of what is to come over the next four weeks.

Chief Excerpt
Jonathan Levitan

Chief of the Oneida
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Kawaga Leisure
Funny Photos This Week

Kawaga History Showcase 

Editor-In-Chief: Owen Shaw
Assistant Editor: Sam Simon

Cover from the 1991 Pineneedle. 


