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The Weekly 
Pineneedle

Oneida H20-BB
By: Jordan Mokhtarian

Guiding Principle: 
Sportsmanship

Campers of the 
Week

Chippewa
Decklyn 
Daube

Sioux
Chase Adair

Mohawk
Paul Cascade

Oneida
Danny 
Goodman

With competition ramping up 
this week, we at The Weekly 
Pineneedle thought that 
there would be no better 
guiding principle than 
sportsmanship.On a warm Tuesday at Camp Kawaga, the air is heavy 

with excitement for leagues. The CITs and Group 2s are on 
camping trips, so only the Group 1s remain. After some debate, 
the Group 1s unanimously decided to head to the waterfront to 
play some H20-BB for the afternoon. 

H20-BB is a game of basketball played in the beginner 
tank. The teams are Will Garibaldi, John Menfi, Phillip Kaplan, 
Liam Fallon, Zane Moustafa, Jordan Mokhtarian, and Charlie 
Marks against Finley Gutierrez, Dean Guttman, Tyson Daube, 
Dustin Weber, Axel Jones, Jarett Goldblatt, and Gabe Rosen. 

The game started intensely; Axel was unstoppable down 
low, and Gabe was crazy on defense. On the other side, Will 
made great passes to Phillip, who sank his shots left and right. 
As the game progressed, things only got more intense. Tyson 
was throwing guys like Liam to the ground to the ground and 
dunking on John’s head. Charlie was bodying Gabe and 
blocking passes while Zane got into Finley’s head. 

The score was close all game, and eventually, the refs 
called out, “next basket wins!” The decree got everyone locked 
in. Tyson caught the ball, and the other team immediately 
swarmed him and stripped the ball. Tyson was flustered, as he 
had been dominating the game thus far. After more back and 
forth, the opposing team scored and won the day. It was an 
intense game and a great time had by all.
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Weekly Highlight: Tribal 
Officers

Each session at Kawaga (2x/Summer), the campers in each tribe elect Tribal Officers. These 
people are seen as the leaders of their respective age groups, and perform various duties 
during both age group and whole-camp gatherings, called powwows. 

Wachi Counza: The right hand man to the chief, a role model that each member of the tribe 
can always reach out to. 
Sage: Recites the Kawaga ideal at each small powwow
Big Runner: Announces the chief at each big powwow.
Fire Dancer: Performs the fire dance at each Big Powwow
Medicine Man: Performs a ceremonial duty by making a sacrifice to the fire at big powwows
Little Runner: Carries ceremonial peace pipe from one small powwow site to another small 
powwow site

CHIPPEWA

Wachi Counza: Decklyn Daube

Sage: Jimmy Colianni

Big Runner: Troy Oseran

Fire Dancer: Asher Klaff

Medicine Man: Will Saber

Little Runner: Asher Adler

SIOUX

Wachi Counza: Eli Fay

Sage: Grant Levison

Big Runner: Kyle Oseran

Fire Dancer: Vinny Colianni

Medicine Man: Brody Batt

Little Runner: Parker Pomerantz

MOHAWK

Wachi Counza: Dean Menfi

Sage: Paul Cascade

Big Runner: Mason Hirchfeld

Fire Dancer: Jonah Nakisher

Medicine Man: Simon Busch

Little Runner: Jacob Stillman

ONEIDA

Wachi Counza: Josh Levitan

Sage: Sam Simon

Big Runner: Alex Gnehm

Fire Dancer: Miles Geisler

Medicine Man: Beckham Boymel
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Chippewa Social
On Wednesday evening, the lovely lovely ladies of Chippewa Ranch Camp paid a visit to 
Kawaga for the first social of the summer Over the course of a couple hours, siblings were 
reunited, and campers enjoyed music, refreshments, and good company!
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Competition
Week 2 saw many mighty mighty Kawaga braves facing off against other camps, including 
the Chips and Sioux facing off against Camp Ojibwa for Boys. The competition results and 
scores for individual scores are listed below.

Ojibwa
Chip Newcomb 1: 2-0 Kawaga
Chip Newcomb 2: 0-2 Ojibwa
Chip Football: 19-14 Kawaga
Chip Basketball 1: 21-11 Kawaga
Chip Basketball 2: 18-12 Ojibwa
Chip Soccer: 12-0 Kawaga

Sioux Softball: 8-5 Ojibwa
Sioux Soccer - 6-0 Kawaga
Sioux Basketball 1: 24-21 Kawaga
Sioux Basketball 2: 45-12 Ojibwa
Sioux Basketball 3: 43-10 Ojibwa
Sioux Newcomb: 2-0 Kawaga
Sioux Football: 39-32 Kawaga
Sioux Football 2: 16-0 Ojibwa

Final Score: 8-6 Kawaga
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Chip League
Team Name Win Loss

It’s a Bluerade Inside My City:          4     6
Golden Goats:            6     4

Leagues Standings

Sioux Meat League
Team Name Win Loss

I Filet With the Breath Given to Me:        4     1
Beef Steaks for Beefy Men:         1     4
Better Call Saulami:        5     0
Let Them Lead by John U. Bacon:        0     5

Sioux Blue/Gold League
Team Name Win Loss

Teams Gold:        5      1
Bluederians:        2     4
Gold to Lunch in a Blueish Community:    2     4
Gold Gold Power Rangers:       3     3

Mohawk Blue/Gold League
Team Name Win Loss

The Chicago Blues:        3     2
Indigold:        2     3
Lil Mablue:        5     0
Mountain Blue:        0     5
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Leagues Standings
Mohawk Fish League
Team Name Win Loss

They Don’t Know Me Sunfish:       1       1
That Kois a Liar:         0      2
55 Walleye, 55 Bass, 55 Pike, 100 Muskie:      1       1
Let Him Hook:     2       1
Frying Nemo:        1       1
Filet-O-Swish:        2      0

Oneida Blue/Gold League
Team Name Win Loss

Blues gonna carry the boats:     3     0
Aint That What They Blue:     0     3
Whole Lotta Turbluence:      1     2
Beckhams Got a Big Bluety:     2      1

Oneida Cheese League
Team Name Win Loss

Its a Brieutiful Day Down at Miracle Dock:      1     0
Brie Harvey Oswald is a Munster:     0      1
Feta Wap: The One Eyed Cheese:     0      1
Saul Goudaman:      1     0
Destroy Provalonely:     0      1
Shoutout Robert Kraft Fell in Love with 
the Cheddar:        1     0
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League Standings

AchievementsShabbat Shalom, if you don’t know me my name is Daniel Lapins. This is my 10th summer at 
camp and 2nd on staff. 

A few weeks before I got to camp this summer, I was speaking with a former Kawaga brave. 
He was astonished at the fact that I’d be returning this summer, and wouldn’t be enjoying my 
last bit of time with my friends at home before I leave for college. I tried to explain to him why 
I was returning, but didn't have the words to articulate a valid reason. 

I think I began to understand the meaning of camp in my group 1 summer. That summer was 
one that I spent at home. I’d look at all the pictures and media camp would release, to feel 
some sort of connection. I’d be up late at night thinking about what my friends were doing, 
during the day I’d imagine what I’d be playing in leagues, and what clubs I’d be taking. All I 
could think about was camp, and I was miserable. A part of me was missing. I promised 
myself that upon my return to the shores, I’d make the most of every second. 

I returned to the shores for my CIT summer. Day by day, I began regaining that connection 
with my fellow CITs. I made new memories that I was able to laugh and cry about. I had 
rekindled all of the bonds that I had lost. I ended up having the best summer of my life and 
was able to appreciate and relish every moment, even in pods. 

There is a saying that goes, “You don’t know what you got ‘till it's gone.” I don’t think there is a 
way to truly understand what we all have at Kawaga. After not having camp for a summer, it 
helped me grasp what camp was, without even being there. The camaraderie, tradition, 
activities, and the ability to grow, are all things that only exist here. 

Daniel Lapins’ Saturday Sermon
Saturday, July 1st, 2023

Continued  on Page 8
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During pre-camp last summer, everyone sat around the council ring and was sharing their 
goals for the summer. Each person stood up when they felt the time was right and shared 
their goal. I honestly had no idea what I was going to share with the group. So I looked 
around the council ring for some inspiration, and saw my good friend Ethan Warrady sitting 
close by. While I had missed my group 1 summer, at the same time Ethan was missing his CIT 
summer. I remember talking to him throughout the summer about how much we missed 
camp, and how we’d do anything to be at camp. I was not alone. So, my goal for last 
summer was to give my campers that same sort of passion and love for camp that I have. 
To make it so they would miss camp as much as I do. 

This goal that I set for myself was not a very SMART goal meaning specific, measurable, 
achievable, relevant, and time-bound. I had no idea how I was going to accomplish this goal, 
or even understand how I would know I’d accomplished my goal. 

My first few weeks on staff were tough. I felt as though I was moving on a different 
wavelength than everyone else. I didn’t quite have my campers' respect, I was still figuring 
out my place on staff, and honestly just wasn’t too pleased with where I was assigned. I did 
not think I would be accomplishing my goal by the end of the summer. As it turns out, all of 
those things figured their way out, which is a part of the beauty of this place. I remembered 
that promise I’d made to myself group 1 summer. I took advantage of every opportunity and 
made the best of each situation. 

Last summer, one of my campers was only supposed to go for 6 weeks. He was very 
emotional about leaving camp early and wanted to stay. Eventually, he was able to convince 
his parents to let him stay for the final 2 weeks. I’ll never forget how happy this camper was 
telling me he would be able to stay for the rest of the summer, and the emotion he showed. 
This made me feel like I was doing something right, like I had purpose and meaning at camp, 
I was making a difference. Looking back on that memory now, I had accomplished my goal. 

If you think that going to Lollapalooza, staying home with your friends, or choosing another 
place to be over Kawaga, you’re simply mistaken. This place has made me the man I am 
today. Do your best, take risks, make mistakes, have fun, and go all out, because there is no 
better place in the world to do it. That is why I come back each summer. To not only help 
myself grow but all of you as well. 

Remember, you are never alone and you always have your fellow Kawaga braves at your 
side. Make sure to take advantage of your time here because “You don’t know what you got 
‘till it's gone.” Thank you and Shabbat Shalom.

Continued  from Page 7
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First Bullseye:
Axel Jones
Jack Brouder
Jimmy Saulters
Gavin Boettcher
Ari Johnson
Payson Buchannon
Max Schoenbaum

Notable Achievements

Birthdays:
Max Noren (13)
Will Saber (9)

Spectacular Updates

Chief Excerpt: Jonah Satyr, Chief of the Sioux

This week, the campers learned the head coaches, assistant coaches, 
and their teams for of the Speccy, as listed below:  
- Team: Rice University

- Head Coach: Jacob Blackman
- Assistant Coach: Daniel Lapins

- Team: Georgia Tech
- Head Coach: Jack Decker
- Assistant Coach: Frank Kaplan

- Team: University of Nebraska
- Head Coach: Jackson Froelich
- Assistant Coach: Tucker Froelich

- Team: University of Colorado - Boulder
- Head Coach: Owen Shaw
- Assistant Coach: Jason Gottlieb

- Team: University of Georgia
- Head Coach: Malcolm Newmark
- Assistant Coach: Justin Jacobs 

- Team: Gonzaga University
- Head Coach: Jonah Satyr
- Assistant Coach: Ethan Warady

- Team: Northwestern University
- Head Coach: Russell McGrath
- Assistant Coach: Meyer Rosenthal

- Team: University of Wisconsin
- Head Coach: Spencer Stone
- Assistant Coach: Nathan Delman

- Team: Central Michigan University
- Head Coach: Alex Davis
- Assistant Coach: Quinn Korach

- Team: Baylor
- Head Coach: Josh Zirin
- Assistant Coach: James Friedman

I still remember my first year at camp like it happened yesterday. To now 
be in a position that looks at camp from a bird’s eye view is a bit surreal to me. 
When I reflect on my childhood, I always point to Kawaga as the place that made 
me who I am today. Kawaga encouraged me to be confident in myself and to 
worry less about the judgment of others and more about the freedom that 
believing in yourself could bring. I think that most people who have attended 
Kawaga feel a similar way. Kawaga is where I met my best friends. Never in my 
life would I have ever thought that people living in an entirely different country 
than me would become people I would call my brothers. It may be hard for 
campers to realize it in the moment, but being a camper here contributes to the 
best memories of your life. I hope that by coming back on staff, we counselors 
can provide the lifelong experiences we all had to campers.
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CK Leisure Corner
Funny Photos This Week

Kawaga History Blurb 

Editor-In-Chief: Eli Rodgers
Assistant Editors: Ethan Levine, Tyson Adelman

Doc E Celebrating 
Kawaga’s 10th Birthday


